
VINYL APPLICATION GUIDE

STEP 1: PREP & CLEAN TOOLS      NEEDED
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Clean the surface with a clean cloth. Make 
sure your application surface is grease and 
dust free.

STEP 2: ALIGN THE GRAPHIC
Take two 2” pieces of masking tape and place one 
at each top end of the pre-masked vinyl graphic. 
After temporarily taping the graphic to the surface, 
measure the distance from top and bottom from a 
horizontal measure point. Check that the graphic is 
level. Next, measure the distance from the ends of 
the graphic to a vertical point. This will ensure the 
graphic is at the desired horizontal position.

STEP 3: MAKE A HINGE
Make a hinge by attaching tape to one side of 
the pre-masked graphic. Secure the tape so it 
does not exceed the ends of the mask. This can 
cause problems when removing the “adhesive 
side” liner of the graphic.

STEP 4: PRESS THE VINYL
After pulling back and removing the paper liner 
on the adhesive side of the pre-masked graphic, 
keep the graphic at a 45 degree angle from the 
substrate. Take the squeege and firmly press 
down, rubbing back and forth over the graphic 
while slowly working to the opposite end of the 
graphic. Keep the squeegee on the mask and 
away from any other surfaces to avoid causing 
scratches or scuffs.

STEP 5: REMOVE THE MASK
Carefully pull off the pre-mask liner at a sharp 
angle. If the vinyl starts to lift with the mask, 
press back down and go back over with the 
squeegee. If this does not work, warm up the 
area with a hair dryer and repeat the process. 
For the best results, vinyl graphics need to be 
applied between 55 and 75 degrees Fahrenheit.

Squeegee
1” or 3/4” masking tape
X-Acto Blade (optional)

HELPFUL TIPS
Do not apply vinyl 
graphics to freshly 
painted surfaces. All 
painted surfaces must 
be fully cured before 
application.

Do not apply vinyl 
graphics to old oxidized 
surfaces. Proper 
adhesion will not take 
place.

If air bubbles are 
present after pre-mask 
is removed, don’t 
worry! They can be left 
alone and will disappear 
over time; however, an 
X-Acto blade can be 
used for an immediate 
fix. Gently poke the air 
bubbles with the blade 
and rub in a circular 
motion to flatten.

Ideal application 
temperature is 55 to 75 
degrees Fahrenheit.


